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Howl's Moving Castle (film)

Howl's Moving Castle (Af*4,/af «&+®&ce&s+aYZ, Hauru no Ugoku Shiro?) is an Academy
Award-nominated Japanese anime, Romance/Fantasy film based on Diana Wynne Jones' novel of
the same name and directed by Hayao Miyazaki of Studio Ghibli. Mamoru Hosoda, director of two
seasons and one movie from the Digimon series, was originally selected to direct but abruptly left the
project, leaving the then retired Miyazaki to take up the director's role. The film had its world premiere
at the Venice Film Festival on September 5, 2004. Diana Wynne Jones did meet with representatives
from Studio Ghibli but did not have any input or involvement in the production of the film. She's
guoted as saying, "It's fantastic. No, | have no inputa€”l write books, not films. Yes it will be different
from the book&€”in fact it's likely to be very different, but that's as it should be. It will still be a
fantastic film." Miyazaki travelled to England in summer 2004 to give Jones a private viewing of the
finished movie.

The animated film was released to cinemas in Japan on November 20, 2004. The film has also been
dubbed into English by Pixar's Peter Docter and is being distributed in North America by Walt Disney
Pictures. The film began showing in select cinemas around the United States and Canada on June
10, 2005. It was released nationwide in Australia on September 22 and in the UK on September 23.
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