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Readers whose native language is Chinese (Mandarin and most other major dialects) will find, by
carrying out the same experiment, that the sounds represented by b d g in the Pinyin spelling system
of their language are totally voiceless. They differ from p t k only in terms of aspiration, which we
discuss below (p. 57).
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard Chinese

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aspiration %28phonetics%29

English voiceless stop consonants are aspirated when they are word-initial or begin a stressed
syllable, as in pen, ten, Ken, but this is not distinctive. That is, these consonants have unaspirated
variants in other positions, such as word-finally or in an initial cluster with [s], as in spun, stun, skunk.
In many languages, such as the Chinese languages, Hindi, Icelandic, Korean, Thai, and Ancient
Greek, [pas¥a tasvs kasv4] etc. and [pE° tE° kE°] etc. are different phonemes altogether.

http://www.books.com.tw/exep/prod/booksfile.php?item=0010212494
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