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Forum: Grammar V4" ae—fae3ei%1%o
Topic: "there is" or "there are" ??
Subject: Re: "there is" or "there are" ??
Posted by: futari

Posted on: 2008/9/22 2:02:14

Perhaps this old posting might help you out a bit.

A few rules from Collins Cobuild English Grammar Book:
. GUeae8<&,-CS, 80207807 ¢|,2e™ entaes, 8™, 402" be"alY >, 801%™ éutaee AY2CaYae
(e.g.) There WERE two men in the room.

Il. 8,€¢3»8"—8%C%o©¢S,c~—a, €6 ...~ a—Rae ae™—&™ 4,°4...-2e¢ 8+e€0Ze™,,

¢ "be"cS,a—®aee aV2CaYae

(e.g.) There WAS a sofa and two chairs.

(e.g.) There IS grief in his face and reproach at the injustice of it all.

[**Note:- &j"¢u®entaee ¢§, a0 1207, &!,"a number of", "a lot of"a’E"a few of",

4,7 C®[a%o*E*Care%o"a", &~ &le¢c" "be"cS, entaes 4%¢aVse --- "There WERE a lot of people camping
here."]

1. &j ¢ulaee ¢>®CS,6026%7, &},"a hundred", "a thousand"&’'E"a dozen", &, ¢c®ja%o*é+¢aroe%."a",
aryelsc”"be"cs, eotaee 4%4CaYae

(e.g.) There WERE a dozen reasons why you had to upgrade your computer.

More examples:-

1) &t’ There WERE 'no other' jobs available.

2) at’ There AREN'T 'any' scratches on the table.

3a) &1’ When | opened the fridge there WAS 'only' a bottle of milk, some eggs, and butter.
3b) &1’ When | opened the fridge there WERE 'only' some eggs, a bottle of milk, and butter.

Posted on: 2007/8/20 1:21 <--- old posting
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