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---------------------------------------------
Kaohsiung rocked by underground blasts

A series of suspected gas explosions that shook Greater Kaohsiung from late Thursday night to early
yesterday morning claimed at least 26 lives and injured 269 people.

The blasts tore through the cityâ€™s roads and dug a 100m trench up to 1.8m deep. At least 1.5km
of roadways were damaged.

Cars and fire trucks were trapped and overturned in the rubble. Vehicles were hurled through the air,
landing on the roofs of houses. Flames erupted from manholes after their covers were blasted off,
with gouts of fire reaching 15 stories high.
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