Language Fun

Forum: Common English Questions Vs e«tee—1a, el«aeéiEYa%o
Topic: a-°aVase«+e27?

Subject: Re: as°aVsee«+e37?

Posted by: montanius

Posted on: 2014/11/8 1:15:29

Yea, the same here, in Hungary.

But, see, it is quite a special case when the meaning is different.

Actually "Can you speak English?" is a less polite form of saying "Could you speak English?", which
is a less polite form of saying "Would you be so kind as to speak English?", in other words "Would
you be so kind as to use English instead of the language which you used now?" ¢%ola ¥eef ...ae3.

Quote:

Yunging wrote:
| believe most of people from my country use these 2 questions without realising that there could be
difference in meaning. Haha! This is not just a Taiwanese English issue.
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