R

FORUM

Language Fun

Forum: Linguistics 1% é37& €a-,1Y4%o
Topic: signage at construction site
Subject: Re: sighage at construction site
Posted by: openH20

Posted on: 2006/8/24 21:35:07

all the 4 languages r the offical language of singapore. namely, english, chinese, tamil and malay.
see below for a description of the Tamil and Malay language from Wikipedia.

Tamil (a®ra®®a®¢;a® a « tamia,») is a classical language and one of the major languages of the
Dravidian language family. Spoken predominantly by Tamils in India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, and
Singapore, it has smaller communities of speakers in many other countries. As of 1996, it was the
eighteenth most spoken language, with over 74 million speakers worldwide. It is one of the official
languages of India, Singapore and Sri Lanka.

The Malay language, also known locally as Bahasa Melayu or Bahasa Malaysia, is an Austronesian
language spoken by the Malay people who reside in the Malay Peninsula, southern Thailand, the
Philippines, Singapore, central eastern Sumatra, the Riau islands, and parts of the coast of Borneo. It
is an official language of Malaysia, Brunei and Singapore. It is also used as a working language in
East Timor. It is very similar to Indonesian, known locally as Bahasa Indonesia, the official language
of Indonesia. The official standard for Malay, as agreed upon by Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei, is
the form spoken in the Riau Islands just south of Singapore, long considered the birthplace of the
Malay language
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